CHAPTEE XII

SUKVEY' OF LANGUAGES.
The Northern and Southern Divisions of the Turanian Class.

WE have now examined the five classes of the Ural-
Altaic family, the Samoyedic, Tungusic, Mon-
golia, Turkic, and Finnic. The Tungusic branch stands
lowest; its grammar is not much richer than Chinese,
and in its structure there is an abseiiee of that archi-
tectonic order which in Chinese makes the Cyclopean
stones of language hold together without cement.
This applies, however, principally to the Mandshu;
other Tungusie dialects spoken, not in China, hut in
the original seats of the Mandshus, are even now
beginning to tlevelop grammatical forms.

The Mongolic dialects excel the1 Tungusic, but in
their grammar can hardly distinguish between the
different parts of speech. The spoken idioms of the
Mongolians, as of the Tungusians, are evidently
struggling towards a more organic life, and Castreii
has brought home evidence of incipient verbal growth
in the language of the Buriats and of a Tungusic
dialect spoken near Nyertchinsk.

This is, however, only a small beginning, if com-
pared with the profusion of grammatical resources
displayed by the Turkic languages. In their system
of conjugation, the Turkic dialects can, hardly be
surpassed. Their verbs are like branches which